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On the evenings of March 16th the members of tne Liberal Society Assembled in a so- 
cial party at the house of the minister, many of them bearing generous and valuable 
presents to him and his family, and all bringing with them a spirit of cordial kindness and 
good will. In connection with devotional exercises the following plain and familiar ad- 
dress was made. On the succeeding evening the children of the society under the age 
of fourteen were assembled in the same manner, in a happy and animated party. They 
were also addressed by the minister in connection with services of devotion. 



Springfield, March 18, 1843. 
Ret. and Dear Sir^ 

We, the undersigned, members of your society, believing that the dif- 
ficulties encountered by their Pastor and the Fathers of their church in its rise and4>ro- 
gress, are not intimately known to your parishioners, and that such information as is con- 
tained in the address delivered by you at your house on the evening of March 16th, to- 
gether "with the feelings and principles therein expressed, showing the increase of unity, 
good feeling, and liberality in this town, would be of great general interest to yotur soci- 
ety, respectfully request a copy for printing, for the use of the members of the society. 

In all respect and affection. 
Yours truly, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
WILLIAM W. ORNE, 
CHARLES EMERY, 
GEORGE DWIGHT, 
CHARLES A. MANN, 
HENRY SMITH. 



Springfield, March 21, 1843. 
Gentlemen, 

Though my remarks to which you allude have no value in themselves, they 
may have some little interest in connection with the history of the society; and on that 
account I readily accede to your flattering proposal; and with the more pleasure, be- 
cause it will give me the opportunity of expressing my deep sense of gratitude to the so- 
ciety, without resorting to the public papers. 

With sentiments of the strongest attachment. 

Your faithful friend. 

W. B. O. PEABODY. 
Messrs. WM. DWIGHT, 
WM. W. ORNE, 
CHARLES EMERY, 
GEORGE DWIGHT, 
CHARLES A. MANN, 
HENRY SMITH, 
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ADDRESS. 

It is not often that I want words .egress my 
.feelings ; but I have none that will do justice to them 
now. In a life which has been lavored by Divine 
Providence infinitely more tluai I have deserved, there 
have been few things which have given me sq much 
happiness as meeting you thus on &e present occasion . 
To be surrounded by so many kind and faithfiil friends ; 
to see a large society here assembled in harmony ; to 
see my own hoiise thus lighted up with joy and bad- 
ness is one of the greatest blessings which a God of 
love can bestow. For the, kind presents heaped upon 
me in such xmexpected profusion ; for your long pa- 
tience with' my many defects and infirmities ; for your 
ready sympathy witli all my anxieties and cares ; for 
the confidence and friendship with \vhich you have 
ever honored me, I feel deeply bound to you ; to all 
and every one of you ; and I thank you with all my 
heart. ' 

It was on this season of the year 1820 that I first 
came to Springfield ; it was in those days when, it ra- 
quiredtwo days' travelling to reach this town frbni 
Boston. Winter though ft was, I well remember ^^ 
delight with which I first looked upon this queen pf 
vallies from the brow of the neighboring hill; even 
then, in its snowy vesture, it seemed to me the most 
beautiful that I ever saw. Many circumstances com- 
Uned to produce in me some desolate feelings. I was 



very young, wanting some months of the age of twenty- 
one ; I was without experience in my own profession, 
having preached but a few Sabbaths ; I was wholly un- 
acquainted with the inhabitants of the village, not 
having seen more than one or two of them before : I 
knew also that this was a frontier station, which would 
require a degree of judgment and power which I was 
far from possessing. But I was met with a friendly 
welcome which at once removed those feelings, and I 
won founid that it was the place for me to live, and 
poMibly to die. Here I have Uved for many years 
and here I hope to die. It makes me sad to think 
how inany of those warm hai^ds that were then ex- 
tended to toe aire how in the dust of the grave. 

The church to which I was invited had been form- 
ed in the preceding year. Some members of the first 
church had become dissatisfied, for the alleged reason 
that the course of exchanges was less liberal than in 
former years. This, with kindred reasons of discon- 
tent, had produced an alienation which it seemed im- 
possible to heaL It was therefore thought advisable 
bv the dissatisfied party to form asociety of their own^ 
This was accordingly done. A generous benefactor^* 
whose name rises up at once to the minds of all before 
me, presented them with a church and thus ensured 
success to the movement ; his example was worthily 
followed by his associates in providing for the support 
of worship in it, compljring ' with the only condition 
with which his noble gift was made. Thus encour- 
agcid in the beginning of their enterprise, they went 
6n with confidence. In number they were few; but 
they were strolig in character, strong in purpose, and 
sbonger yet in the conviction that their cause was just. 

The controversy which was raging elsewhere, had 
not then reached this town. The separation Was ow- 

'^Jonathan Dwighi Esq. 



ingi if I itn rightly inform^, to causes and questioni^ 
not connected with the Unitarian faith which was then 
spreading in the eastern part of the state. The sece-' 
ders generally held to Arminian or old fashioned Cal-> 
vinistic opinions as they were then called^ meaning 
opinions from Which nearly all but the nanjie of Cal- 
vinism had died away. Our Church was ddnsecratecf 
in 1819 by soqieof the neighboring clfergy^ and it iS 
not on record that any inquisition wai^ iq^de respect- 
ing the sentiments of its members. ^I^c^ of thos^ 
clergymen also exchanged with ipie jM^en I was 
|>reaching as a candidate to this {>eople» 'fhe pen^n 
who officiated as a candidate be^re me Was a profess- 
6d Calvinist, and his preaching was Very acceptable 
to some of the society. The preacher who was em-' 
ployed to supply the deOk^ Was an orthodox divine! 
from a neighboring stat^^ who^ at the time, retained 
also his former opinions. I refer to these facts, not ai^ 
of much interest in themselves, but as parts of our his^ 
tory^ unknown probably to some of those who have 
risen up to take the places of the men by Whom the 
foundations of the society were laid. 

As 1 had received my education at Cambridge, it 
was inferred that I held the sentiments which prevail- 
ed l^ere, and thus the Unitarian question was at oncef 
opened and a sjlirit of inquiry excited. Many begait 
to examine their former sentiments and to com{iard 
them with the word of Gtod. Of this number was 
Mr. Huntington, who was then supplying the desk^ 
end Dr. Howard, whose name will always be spoken 
With reverence here ; though they had often preach- 
ed the doctrine of the Trinity and had no doubts of! 
ha truths they could not reconcile it to their con- 
science to dismiss the subject without inquiry } the/ 
did inquire ; first examining our Savior's testlmonr)^ 
Qoni^erping bii98elfi and th^n seardhiDg for all tm 



light which inspiration gives ; and the consequence 
Was, a conviction on their part that the doctrine wa^ 
not sustained by the word of God. Others went 
through the same investigation, and came to the same 
result. As the ecclesiastical bodies felt bound to 
censure those, who after the way which they called 
heresy worshipped the God of their fathers, their 
claim to power was asserted and resisted with equal 
zeal ; the alienation spread falsi and far, breaking 
th^ ties which bind men to each other, separating 
those whom God and nature had united, giving to 
religious sects the spirit of political factions and 
making every church a fortress, always armed for 
war with the hostile party. Such were the times in 
which my ministry began : it is sufficient to say of 
them that all who lived through them would pray that 
they never might see the like again. But it gives me 
pleasure tesay that the l^astor of the first church Jias 
been uniformly kind and friendly towards me frpm 
the beginning to the present day ; and from his soci- 
ety I have received many expressions of respect and 
kindness and none whatever of ill-will. 

As soon as I took charge of the pulpit a question 
rose up before me. Should I consider it my duty to 
explain and extend the Liberal opinions, or should I 
devote myself to the personal improvement of the 
members of my society, trusting that the truth with ' 
respect to doctrines would make its own way in the 
public mind ? tn pursuing the former course t should 
have struck the key-note of the general feeling ; zeal 
of this kind excites a ready sympathy, and the want 
of it is regarded as tameness ; such a course would 
have added more to our numbers than any other, and 
many plausible reasons might have been given to 
ghovv that it was the right one : it would have been 
easier also for myself: I remember being told by ^ 



distinguished physician that he was seldom conaulted 
by controversial preachers : theii; sermons were writ- 
ten without any of that labor of mind which wears 
students down. But I could not persuade myself 
that this was the way of duty. I knew that as fast 
and far as party passions arc excited, devotion and 
charity are apt to forsake the breast ; I was well ■ 
aware that many are made Unitarians, Calvinists, 
Baptists and sectarians of every name without being 
made Christians by the same conversion. " I there- 
fore determined," if it is not presumption in me to 
use the words, "I therefore determined to know 
nothing among you, save Jesus Christ and him cru- 
cified ;" since men were sent into the world, not to 
put on the livery of a party, but to lay the foundations 
of character in preparation for immortal life. I 
would always spend the beat of my strength to im- 
press this solemn and indispensable duty on all whom 
my voice could reach. 

In looking back upon this determination at the 
distance of more than twenty years, I see in it noth- 
ing to regret ; but I do see in it a strong reason for 
gratitude to the society, which, in such times of ex." 
citenient, permitted me to pursue a course, so un- 
popular, obscure and unlikely to add to their num- 
bers. I have been grateful to them for many things, 
but most of all for, this. It is not every society which 
would have consented to it, though perhaps in theae 
peaceful times, the present generation cannot un- 
derstand how great a sacrifice of feeling was neces- 
sary to receive the fire of other sects without return- 
ing it, to keep the white flag flying in the midst of 
war, and to maintain that moderation wliich requires 
strength of character and principle, but which is 
treated by partisans with supreme disdain. But 
whatever the sacrifice may have been at the time, I 



liiii persuaded that no one repents it now* They 
have lived to see th^M^ ** he who goeth forth weepings 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless return le^ 
joicing bringing his sheaves with him." 

Yoii may ask me, if I look back upon my ministry 
in other respects with satisfaction. I answer, far 
from it. It is not Whfit it ought to have been. I am 
well aware that its dulles have been very imperfeetr 
ly discharged. But without the wish to escape tjie 
censure which I am conscious of deserying, it is but 
ir^ht for me to remind you that I was in some re^ 
spects less favorably situated than other men. I was 
younger and less experienced than most clergymen 
ii^en they are settled ; not acquainted with naviga--^ 
tidn till £5ir at sea. Others have those of their owiK 
profession near them, to whom they can look for sym 
pathy and counsel In their trials, in whose social in<* 
tercourse they can always find encouragement and 
relief; it was not so with me. t had but one such 
friend ; and wise and eitcellent as he was, the dis-^ 
parity of age and social ehanges that had taken place 
since he left the profession, rendered it difficult 
for him sometimes to understand my feelings. Oth-> 
ers have those near them with whosi they can ex* 
change labors on the Sabbath ; but as you well know^ 
there were none who would afibrd me that relief* 
Knowing that a preacher who does not keep his 
mind in constant action and improvement^ soon loses 
his influence with an intelligent people, I felt that 
my preparation for the desk must be attended to 
whatever else might be left undone. 1 found that 
the field of duty was larger than I could filL I was 
bewildered and oppressed ; more oppressOjtl than 
words can tell. I well remember how, on returning 
after an absence^ my heart would die within as I 
eame Within the sound of thejevening belL; it r«mind)« 
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«d me of oliuogij^ itbat I could not anaw^r and wants 
that were not supplied. Again and again I determined 
to cumber the ground no longer^ though I felt that 
in leaving you I should be going fr^m my chosen 
home. I know not how it was that I persevered v-^ 
^^ having obtained help of Oq4> I continue unto thi3 
day ;" certdiply to my own haf^ptiliesfS however it may 
have been for you. *> 

Various Questions have arijldn in the course of iny 
ministry, some of which are now so thoroughly setr 
tied and passed by^ that it may foe difficult for your 
to understand what question there ever could 
hav^ been. It was formerly believed that the right 
to the pulpit was in the hands of the minister : and 
on this account many of our sect called on other cter^ 
gymen to exchange with them, and complained of 
their refusal as an actual wrong. In opposition to 
this view, I always held that the table was the sign 
of fellowship, that the people had a right to say who 
should or should not address them> and though no 
minister should exchangewith another against his 
conscience, his only remedy was to leave the desk 
when he was required to admit or exclude another 
against his own sense of duty. I never thought that 
an orthodox clergyman should exchange with me, 
except at the instance of a majority of his people; 
In fact, I never supposed that a preacher had any 
right to the pulpit except to preach in it and to use 
it according to the diutual understanding when he 
assumed tiie trust* On this account I never com^ 
plained when exchanges were refused me, never in- 
troduCed^those into my own pulpit who Were unac** 
ceptabte tp the proprietors of the church, nor did I 
ever assume any right to grant the church for public 
purposes of any kind, though it was generiMly claim^^ 

ed by clwgy««*ip fij^mer year^ 
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On the subject of baptism, m|^iO|>iiiioiis differed from 
those of some of my most respected p&rishioners; it 
was a common impression that only the children of 
church members should be admitted to baptism ; such 
had been the practice for years, and it had remained 
unquestioned to my own day. As I could find no 
warrant in scripture for this exclusion, I was compell- 
ed to say, that my own practice would be different ; 
I could not make the attendance on one ordinance the 
condition of another. Thi» is another g( those cases^ 
in which though I was at first opposed, I have reason 
to think that all have come over to mv side. 

Without bringing before you any more of these an- 
tiquated subjects, I will slightly refer to the exciting 
qustions of a later day. In respect to them all I have 
maintained that my first duty was to preach the gos- 
pel; this was the purpose for which I had been set 
apaH, and though I should give to every moral subject 
its proper place and consideration, nothing would ever 
induce me to sink the Pastor of the church in the 
agent or advocate of a party. In reasoning respecting 
temperance, I did not forget that righteousness and 
judgment to come were also to be presented ; I knew 
that it was not by threatening and bitter language men 
were ever induced to forsake their sins ; I saw how 
often, by haste and rashness, the friends of a good 
cause shut against themselves the very hearts they 
iV^e most desirous to reach. In this, therefore, and 
all similar discussions, I acted upon the principle that 
evil was not to be overcome with evil and if good was 
ineffectual for the purpose, there was nothing more 
for man to do. 

With respect to slavery, 1 declared to you from the 
beginning that I believed in the duty and practicabil- 
ity of emancipation : but I never had any sympathy 
with the coarse Philippics of one paHy <i J^lithii- 



i ^ 11 

i^ts nor the politic ijd^ulations of the other. I was 
the advocate of C<k|t>nijiaiion, because it offers at pres- 
ent the only Vay that I know for the emancipation of 
slaves. That it will ever relieve this Country froiSi the 
evil that oppresses it, I of course do not anticipate ; 
but it has a right to be folly and fairly tried ; znd I 
detest and deplore the exclusive spirit which makes 
us resist and condemn those who attempt to do good 
in a path different firom our own. Let every man 
serve the cause of humanity in the manner which his 
judgment and conscience approve : for Divine Provi- 
dence will never suffer any well meant efforts to do 
permanent injury to that cause ; if made in the right 
spirit) they will result in blessing to himself and his 
feUow-men. 

Since I am speaking of matters relating to myself, 
let me take this opportunity to say something in rela- 
tion to my habits of writing which ought to be under- 
stood. I do hot believe that any thing worth reading 
or hearing can be produced without labor ; and the la- 
bor of writing wears upon the nerves and exhausts the 
spirits more perhaps than any other. Let any man 
sit down to prepare an address for some public occa- 
sion, and he will have an idea of this labor. Doubt- 
less.it becomes eaidier by' habit, but the effect of rou- 
tine and the perpetual recurrence of the demand once 
if not twice in every week create a difficulty on the oth- 
er side. My own habit has been, never to sit doWm 
to consider what I shall write, as many do. I find 
that my mind, such as it is, acts most fireely away from 
the study and in the presence of nature. I therefore 
construct in my own mind an exact image of every 
thing which I intend to write ; and this, when com- 
pleted, can either be spoken or written as the case re- 
quires. My sermons are thus written in my mind 
during my walks in the fields, the Cemetery, or the 



gBrdmii Biid tirhen matured^ ftreoommilted id paper in 
rery little time* This has given the impreissioii that 
I write easily and rapidly^ When in truths I have na 
advantage in this respect^ except perhaps that of a 
betttiir syartem^ vrhich^ after ike experience of years, I 
would recommend to every ttriter^ whatever his profes- 
i^on may be4 

I cannot let this occasion pai^ without congiiBttulating 
you on the prosperity of y6ur society. Many things 
Were agdinst it in former years^ Such was the gen- 
eral dread of the sentiments which we were supposed 
to eirtertain,' that few were indepei^ent and impartial 
enough to give us.s^ hearing. It is so painM to have 
the offered hand of fellowship roughly C8»t away and 
to be passed by fcMpmer associates with cold, averted 
eyes, that many dared not eten inquire info the truths 
where penalties so heaVy followed fest upoA conviction/ 
But, in the face of these obstacles, your numbers grew/ 
not by rapid, but by sure and ValuaMe accessions ; and 
for many years you have lived in as much prosperity 
as any society can ever hope to enjoy. Of the late en^ 
largement of the church, I cannot speak with the hon-* 
or it deserves, in the presence of the friend to whom 
We aire so deeply indebted ; it has given us a place of^ 
worship in every respect sileh'^as we desired, and where 
all is in harmony with the spirit of devotion. To my 
self^ the change is even greater and inore welcome 
flian to you. Such was the difficulty of speaking in 
the church as it Was^ before, that my voice was giving 
way: every sabbath I went into the pdlpit **with a 
weight and with a chain," unable to comm^d my mind 
on account of the physical exertion. But now, 1 enter 
it with pleasure, having full confidence that I can make 
mj/velf heard by all present, and with far less effort than 
belBnre/ 
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There k another kind of prosperity in which I trust 
we have not* been wanting ; I mean *^ the knowledge 
of Him, whom to know aright is life et6mal/* Deso- 
lating changes haVe passed over us in rapid suco^ion ; 
our widows, orphans and houses of mouriiing have 
been many in number ; and now, in this social meet* 
ing, I am powerfully reminded of those who Were once 
with us, but whose places know them no more, I rfe* 
member irenerable men, the Ssithers of our society, who 
paid solemn reverence to religious duties, and went 
with the last faltering steps of age and infirmity to 
worship once more in the house of God. I remember 
men, energetic ajid useful men ; important to the com^ 
munity, and to their femilies inexpressibly dear. How 
they would have enjoyed being with us now ! I can 
nhnpst see their animating smile and hear their cheer- 
ing voice ! I remember women, wives^ mothers, 
daughters and fi^iends, the life and pride of our circles, 
whose hearts entered warmly into your interests and 
mine till they were cold in death, I remember too a 
fair procession of the young and beautiful, on whose 
brows I set the seal of baptism, in preparation, not for 
this, but for a higher existence. Stars are they, not 
set, but shining bright behind the clouds. But tlm>ngh 
these strait and narrow paths of sorrow, We must trav* 
^1 in order to understand the value of the gospel; as 
the voyager must traverse leagues of stormy ocean, be* 
fore the cross of the south, the glory of the southern 
hemisphere rises and brightens on his eyes. They 
have not died in vain. Even from this happy assem- 
bly our thoughts go upward with them : 

Hope springs exulting on triumphant wing« 

That thus we all may meet in future dajs $ 

There ever bask in uncreated rays, 

No n^ore to sigh nor shed the bitter tear-^*- .^ ^ 

Togedier hymning our Creator's praise^ 

la such society, but still more dear, 

While circiinjg time rolls round in an eternal sphere. 
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There were other subjects to which T intended to 
ask your attention ; but I must reserve them for some 
other time. I would only say in reference to the name 
Umtariaii, which is generally applied to our church, 
that, while it expresses perhaps, in one particular, the 
prevailing opinion of its members, it does not express 
the principle of our religous association, which is that 
of Liberality ; requiring only a profession of Mth in 
pur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and leaving other 
points between a man's conscience and his God. I 
would, for my own part, choose that our Church should 
bear the name of Liberal ; hot because I suppose the 
members of it to be more liberal in their feelings than 
other Christians ; for the main body of every religious 
society are liberal when left to themselves : but be- 
cause it is the only church in this vicinity, which I 
know, where the scriptural confession of faith in Jesus 
Christ, sincerely made, is enough to ensure a welcome, 
and where there is nothing in creed or jservice, which 
any conscience can disown, since all is founded upon 
the language and authority of the word of God. There 
is no more pretension in the name than in that of Uni- 
tarian ; for all other Christians believe in the unity of 
God as we do, though with some different understand- 
ing of the truth ; but as the word Liberal is not more 
liable to this objection than any other name, and as it 
does embrace within it the distinctive principle of our 
sect, I would propose to you that this shall be the 
name by which our Church shall be known hereafter. 

A word more and I have done. It is only to pro- 
pose to you that we should assemble thus again and 
again, with the single exception of the presents you 
have brought me, that the meeting may be in part for 
your benefit and not altogether for mine. What is a 
religious society if it is not social ? and what better 
way can there be to create a kind and fiiendly feeling 



Id 

than to meet thus where all can become acquainted 
with each other ? For this purpose I shall always de- 
light to throw open my house and to see it filled as it 
is to-night. And now, may the peace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom we profess to reverence and to 
follow, attend you in your several paths of life; and 
may the blessing of that God who raised fit)m the dead 
that great shepherd of the sheep, since it has brought 
you up to this hour, conduct and sustain you to the 
evening of life's closing day. 



Id 



Bright eyes and cheerful yoices 

In the Pastor^s home to-night ! 
The youthful heart rejoices,' 

The burdi^ned one grows- light ; 
For all with him are bending 

In sympathy of . praise 
To God, whose io?e descending^ 

Has crowned them, all their days. 

^was not with celebrations, 

Nor with exulting hands. 
Our church's deep foundations 

Were set where now it stands ; 
Upon our work depressing 

No smile of kindness shone, 
Nor word of Christian blessing 

Came answering to our own. 

But soon, our trials ending, 

Our triumph followed fast; 
The star of hope ascending 

Its morning promise cast : 
It still our path enlightens 

With soul inspiring ray 
That ever towers and brightens 

Up to the perfect day. 

Yet, when we thus assemble. 
And all that path review, 

The firmest well may tremble 
To think what Death can do. 

The loved ones of our number> 
The holiest and the best 

Are sunk in that ca^n slumber 

That gives the weary rest. 

• 

But sons, their sires succeeding 

Each vacant place shall fill. 
In all these changes reading 

The lessons of Bis will 
Who spreads his banner o'er us 

With waving folds of love, 
And gilds the scene before us 

With mercy from above. 

Now, for the near communion 

Which binds all hearts in one> 
For Heaven's delightful union 

In this cold world begun. 
For that glad Faith which raises 

Our dead to life again. 
Let the Pastor breathe his praises 

And the People say Amen ! 



/ 
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